A Stgtgmant ¢f-Gaﬂsﬂiantiuua.ﬂhjaptiun

Inifhi! o;séy_! shall attempt to acquaint ynﬁ.with my
bellalsy. nn'ﬁnd thn dnfalapmaﬁt nf‘thnan'bnliufs thrqpéhfmr”
-raligiqus training and my scientific ursuita. andhfhptuthiunl'
pasitinns on warfars whiuh ETe aannnmitant with thﬁsﬁlhuiiafs..
I hava intondad ta Gavar a11 of the material requested in the
queatinns nf series II uf fori ljﬁ for eonsciantiaus wquqtian
o warT and hupq,thpt.th;t,will have given yau_bankgroynd.

_ suffia;pnt to.&“#ﬂqmﬁhé dapth and gincerity of my beliefa,

Nv o tHer and fathex are both of the Jewish faithy - Ny mother
is ‘the daughter of a runod, ',a#& Wy father was ‘brought yp in the |
Orthadex Jewish ‘traditien, - I“atteﬁ&nﬂ-ihﬁ&ay"iphnp;;ggd"Sihbath 3
servives r#&ﬂ#n;:. ‘at Tewple Beth E1 in' Berkeley from.vas age os -
aavan until I wah confirmed A% th--agn ﬁr sixtnun.’nnd*I-nm
st111 profeundl? 1ntqreatnd and angagnd in nntivitiea whieh
I hslieve embudy the Jawish ethiaal valunl whinh I anquirnﬂ a%
a4 YOURZ Pergon. - _

Reform Judaism 14 am historically recent nffuﬂhnﬁt.hf.
Orthodos Judaiam, and 1ts endoavor is ta extract . tha aasantial
athiaal valuaa fram the morn rigid. traditianal fnrm. ﬂhtlu-
turning_away frnm_mnst of.thg ritual and dugma. thca. the
nonaapt of God in Rnfnrmtdudaism is not ﬁni noncarnedﬁsa mu ol

with hia might anﬂ athar physical attrihutus ag 1t is. ounnnrnad.

with the weys God wnuld havu B man bahava toward his fallow_




v v

men, 1f that man chmﬂna.ta serve God. The chiaf concern iz that
a man walk in the way of the Lord, and 14 ‘L8 through the -ethical
teachings of'dur rfligiﬂn th#fIWE lnarn-hﬁv tn.fﬂilnw the way'gf
the Lard ﬁnd. hence, to Know the Lord. _

.Th eonvey the spirit.af the teachingé of Heform Jhdaism.
I would liks %o nffer:a_fnw;passagns from ouy Eaﬁbnﬁh prayer
-bnﬁk.” ” E

"Grant uz peasde, Thy most presious giflt,

0 Thou sternal source of pesce, and asnable
Israel to be its megsenger urite the peoples
of the earth, HDless our country that 1t may
aver be a stronghold of peade, and its ady-
ocata in the geunoil of nations." :

"It hath been told thee, D man, what ls good,
and what the Lord doth regqulre of thee: Only
to do justly and te love merey, and to walk
humbly with Thy God,"

"0 Lord, hew can we know Thee? Where can

we find Thee?} ... When justioé burnsz Iike

a flaming fire within us, whén to the last.

full measure of selfless devation, we prosclailm
our belief in the vltimate triumph of btruth

and righteousnesas, do wé not bow down bafare

the vision of Thy poodneaa? Thou livest within
enr hearts, as Thou dost pervads the world,

and we through righteousness behold Thy presence,”

The ablding aﬁphasis of all the ethical ﬁéaghings is on love of
one's fellow man, and-it is this spirit'of ethical conscientianness
whieh forms the hasis for my reliszlous baliafs.

My present thnughts ‘on the nature of 'God derive most alaarly

from my religlous training anﬁ alse, thpugh perhaps surprisingly, .

from my studies of science, 'The sources of my reiligious training

have been tbu nomarous te méention individually, bat thay would




at least tnoiude my Sunday Bohoal teachers, my parenta, and raﬁbis.
- When I was in juniep hizh school at absut the time of my

bar—mitmvah or'écnﬁptanna.as a man inte the Jewish faith, I

| was very concernad with rnunnciling my viawu an God with what T

knew by virtua of my axpariannas antuallr &xistad én earth.

Was God a pnwﬂr capabla of: intarvuning in sur lives? Iif sa,

I wasn't at that time ocapable of diaanrning his presence, at least

in the form for which I was Ieaking.

My.aarly skeptioism met its master in the wonderful teacher-
who taught our pogt-uunfirﬁaﬁien class, Mr. Hesn Rﬁst;.wh& was
most iﬁstrumental in the fprmntion of my pfaﬁ&ﬁt conocapt of God,
Mr. Rust, through his impressive knowlsdge of biblieal history,
showed our slasa that,while ﬁha'Bibli cannet all be taken iiterally,
the nature of God iz very cluarly and unambiguuuuly uluuidatod.

Ag stated, 1t is an article of faith. which one ocan ascept or

" reject, but that if one is to acospt 1t, then 1t must be applied
ounsistantly - not to bHe In some cases aauntarmandad by hinman
direotion, and, henca, superinr to duties arining frum any human
relation, It is the axiom which #tates that you must act juatly
and love your feilaw_mnn.aa yourselfl, and that to de thqsé things
is to manifest God's will, This 1s the God in which I firmly
balieve and according te-nhaag.pfenapﬁu I tr}.te live.

I mentioned that my conoept of &ﬁd aisé.darived from my

studies of solence, Since befere the szecond grade I have had an

interest in things sclentifio, I can remember a tin oan robot




which I made at that time, whish, though it was unsuccessful at
anything but biﬁwing fuses, mist have convinced me thgt human |
heings were more cemplex than home-made robots. I went through
long periads of interest in éhamistrf, alectrical séianpa,'and
_mathamatics. Biniugf, baaausé'it seemad tn-#aﬁtain 2 lot of detail
and ne ﬂtructuro- did not appeal to me until college. 1L wﬁs
intarastad in esxplanation and nnt nlaaaifinatiun.: Suiunoas whiuh
lead to the kind of undarstanding thaﬁ might enahlé their students
to rénanstrunﬁ the ohjeats of atudy appngléd to ma;

Hé%dlass to saf,_raligious beliefs whinh_callnd upon one
to accept them en faith were not ﬁampatibla'with my scientific
diszposition, A scianﬁist plaﬁes faith'in his axloms if they lead
to useful reésultsz end supply consistant axplanatinﬁs.-ﬁut if they
den't, he has good causa to examine them. Why, than. should one
act justly and love one's fellow men as nnaself? I shell attempt
to explain these things in a. logical and golentific manner as
hest T can, but I think that their ‘real varifioation for me has
been in my ﬁxpuriancas with other human belngs.

A neurephyalologist attempts to explain human ﬁﬁhaviur in
termsg of neffa non&uctiﬁﬁ, harmoﬁas. memory chemicals, etuf '
Tt is believed by practicalliy all whn_wnrk in tﬁis field that
these noﬁstituénts, played upon by the nrganism's.uxtqrnal and
internal environment, determine absolutely all of its thoughts

and sctiens, Therefore, what a person thinks and what he does

ars not governed by any intrinsic gaqdnaqs_of badness, but b?




1) the structurs nf.the body with which he wag born and 2} the
physioal changes which he has undergone as a result of his social
intﬂrgntiané and ﬁther'aiperianaas. ﬁﬁ wifh-twﬁ ciooks whioh %ell -
tha time diffaruntly ageording to the tansions in their raspantife
maln=springs, twe men who think diff&rnntly”ﬁﬁ 5O ﬁanausa of |
thair diffaring physleal statesi | | o

Wa ‘say that one cleok 13 wrang and the othar is right, but
&ctually both are operating porfactly in-aanurd with their intarnal
machanisms. It cannot be any other way. nga, rightness is a
matter of interpretatioer, and the ﬁluok which is aligned with the
accepted standard is deemed serrect. How shall rightness be
" decided between ths two mem? Here, as with the cleoeks, each man'® s
thoughts are dictated by hig condition; sb.rightnuﬁs 15 again
- a matter of intarpratatinn;_ But what ﬁhsolute standﬁrd ﬁay be
applied in this nasa? The question isx confusing banausa af the
many ways in which the word rightness is uged. The case I anali
confrunt uill bes the case in which one man sasks to impﬁae his.
will aver the other man and try him fer his life = a case most
relevant tq WAT. Is he justified in this aotian?_

Our initial premise was that each man acts as he must aocording
to his axperiancaé and make~up, ‘It is clear that the man prosécuting
the second man 1y acting as Af this were not the case, He
assumes that the other men could have moted diffarantly than
" he did, and here the vielation of our premise leads te iragic
results ~ the death of an individual, Tﬁa.prinﬁipia to be .

enunciated by this example is that one man shall noet act in such

a way that he disregards the natures of hig fellow men.
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 As a man would ba understﬁud, so should he attempt €0 wnderstand
his tfellow men, . | | :

T have attemptad te show that the nummandmants vf my God .
are iln agraamnnt with my studiua of sclence, Tha preceding
. logical argument andad with the noeéssity af understanding my
feliow man, but my God furthsr dictataa that I should lnva ny
fellow man, How shall I dariva this?

I am afraid that this i whers I must rely on my axpariencaa.
Hﬁﬂtiﬂnﬂ{ and faith in my h&liafs. My;faith in ths power of 10?&.
thhugh.ﬁut intellegtnal, i= not blind. i have bpeﬂ.iﬁspirad in
thias ballef by the'eiamplna af ﬁhﬁ ﬁartyrs of ail réligions,
by such men as Jesus Chrisé, H#hatmaiﬂgnﬁﬁi, and Martin Luther
King, and nagativaly by ﬁﬁn ﬁmntianal vanuity'whiah is bred hy .
mera 1nt911e¢tua1 toleratiun or by stark ubjtativity. Thls is a

faith whinh hes alse baen supportad by my own axpsriences,

For a persgn yhn feols luved, undnr;tanding comes -easily,

11ﬁh¢ﬁgh T have always abstained from wviclence on 1 pefsnna1

lavel, I did not Eennmé invulviﬂ in nﬂfifﬂar aut;vities until 1

want to cnllage.. Einaq_i wﬁs aaughf up in my.stﬁdiam of science

and since the War and the Army all sﬁamed very unreal and remote

to me, I was somehow ablae to ignere them - such is the tiny world

of fhé child, The rnnfs of fiy preéen§ f¢a1ings wore cléafly growing
during my childhond, but as with a 1iving ﬁhing, the growth has '
been exponen#ial as T have matured, The War has coms to play a

very real part in my 1ife, Friends have Dbeen killed, jailed, or

harassed and T heve had to open my 6yes to the world around mo




and pass judgémant gpon it &0 d@tarmine my owil coﬁrge of action.
To act according to what I have heen'taught, to walk in the ways
of my God, I would have to understand fully his naturs and

have té'racuncile'it with ﬁll'm? facets, the'soiantifin ineluded.
This I have baan_aﬁle'tﬁ de, and now stand fully oommitted to

the precepts of thisz paper.

IT. Pertaining to the ciroumstances under which I believe the use

of force is justified.

This 18 a diffioult matter, and a complete ansiér wounlad
entalil the nﬁnaideratin? of manf eircumetances.: Therefors, I
will conslider ﬁrimafily the use of force in war, sinoe:this is
our main topic of non&erﬁ,and it is a case in whipﬁ my religious
beliefs give me nl?ar and unqueationablé divectlien., I am
pommandad by my God tu.luve and understand my fullhw.man as 1
wotld be 1uv§d and understood myﬂalf."' ' | .

'Whén I am hungry, irfitatad;-or.frus#ratad. T am very
well aware of the sourca# of my prublemg and can do something teo
alleviaté ther, When a child is hungry. jts mother understands
this.and feods it. When a paychiatrist treats a mentally

 abnormal individual, the dostor kriows that something is wrong and

' eeeks to oorrect it, How. are gources of irpitation cor?gctad hy
wast _ ; _ .
The men who ocompose the alleged snemy are individunls not
anlike the men on my side, They can be lead to belisve in

annibilation of a rage as a4 means af progress; they aar he

s bayoud raaabning-bf star#ation;.

driven toe desperato measurs
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and, of course, practiaally all of tham, no matter how well~off, '
oan ba'ﬁuarued inte earyying & gun. Ranism is fTought by dlalogué,
starvatien by sharing and working fogather, and the confused
sense of values that ‘abides in the individual whu allows himself
to bhe draftad against his will, by teaching and reagoned argumant.
If the men on the other side are 1like the men on my  side, all
doing what they must, then hoew can I kill ene of ﬁham?_-Hq might
have heen ﬁf friend.’ o | | -

My friends who have been draf#?d or who have enliated to fight
in Vietndmm are not bad ﬁ;opll. They have followed aﬁ order of
pur governmant or have acted expedisntly in enlisting, not fully
undersgtanding the draadfﬁl consenquences of their antiené. I pray
:that.thay are not killdd.andrhdpa that they are never ﬁiaoad in
_ the position of having tn ki1l one af their enemy. He; too, is
a man with friends and aspiratians. who may have acted hastily or
expadiéntlfq | |

In answer te your question, T wnul& never under any clroum-
stanqas-usa desadly force, K man who is a threat to others I
would ;aatfain'until-ha wa S tfaatad. In the case of a bslligarent
nation attacking the United States, I would campaign feor 2
negetiated settloment, qr, if thls was not possible and I thought
it wiae, I migﬁt of my own volitisn act to immobilize Aits
destructive power by alding 1n the destruction of 1ts armaments
but never its paaﬁla. |

I have requested £hat I be exemptad:frnm both combatant and
noncombatant serviee, The medic whe heals the wounded 1n the
fieid of battle is not acting ta preserve 1ife but tp_crush it.

Purthoermore, I do not feel that T could be coerded by any individual

netive actlen. The fehain of

to be an accomplloce to any @estT




command® 1x an army is never conduﬁivé to healthy raasoning, atwd -
a person under orders is never free to aut acﬁording to the
dinta#as of his ¢conscienca, .
Whataver athnf reasons wa;s are fqﬁght for, ﬁﬁey ara in#ar;ably-
fought for 1ﬁurﬂa$§ in ﬁatarial waalﬁh; ﬁnﬂ fﬂt wars'mqsﬁ.alwn?s

rednes the total maﬁarial_waalth.-,ﬂhgﬁ_buaa#ly'madnﬁssl

III The War in Vietnam, the passlbility of nuolaar war, my .

.praupentiva career aa " physioian.

I hgva, thas faxr, only discussed viﬁlehué.in war in abstraot
terms, .Yat, tha'war iﬁ fiatnam and the %hfpataning possibilidy -
of thermonuclear holocauat are abaminahly conorete, As I have
" heen lead to undaratand through my reading nnd lecture material,
tha in?ulvﬁment pf_our cauntrf_in ﬁietnnm ik of a_nnunterfravul-
utionary .nafura. e ar; seeking by éiaruiée'of our might to
Suppress a pnpﬁlarly*basad mnvamant tq raise the stapdaprd of living
of that gouniry. In tﬁe course of this exerniaé wa hgvu'plaoad
one fourth of the population in dﬂtentinn.ﬂamps, droppad a graatar.
tonnage. af hombs than was dropped in ail of World War:II. and |
hefore its and will have systematiocally deatroyed the entire
county= bnmﬁed it baék %o tﬁa ftone Age, 1n ﬁﬂe words of uﬁa af
aur generals, As my religicous belisefs do not permit ﬁa to.partiﬂipatq
in such an eaxercisa, my.ﬁatriotism damands that ; ath&mpt to halt:

my country ih this evil endeavor. . That in the war in Vietnam lies

the posaibility of the pracipitatidn of massive thermohuclear war




does not even seem to have sntersd the minds of our peliticians,

What image can the unexp&rianaed human imaginutian oanjure
. to cunvay the saope of destructinn pﬂ&ﬁibla by nuelear force?

At & panel discusslon at M. I T on tha athics of weapunry in

_ warfara. numluar phyainist Prafassnr Hbrriannn told a story of
his axperianaaa at Hiroahima to a ruprnaantative frnm the Dow
Chemical Company. A month after the leveling of that oity by
atomio bomb, Nr. Hhrrisumn_wna sent by uur.sﬁata Department to
@umﬁila'a report on tha_affadﬁs nf'thﬁ'hgmb. He spoke of uoncfeﬁe
slabs upon which survivors had-baén la;d, thausand; of them coversd
with major burng, balng cared for by 4 handful of dootors with
simple ointmenta. Such was the impact of this discussion that I

- dould. think of 1ittle else for three days.

I do not now attend synggugua as fagﬁlarl?.a# I used to,
I.da not, however, féel that this is 1n&i¢ativa-¢f & loss of ny
raligiaus eqnviﬁtinna. Ratﬁar, Y héva ﬁaaﬁ busy acting on thoss
convictions, educating myself on the War, ﬁurking to bring about
ité end, andspapguing wy studies, ﬁhioh I fondly hepe will snable
me to contribute in sﬁma way toward the alleviation of human
auffaring and the furthering of human anlightenmant |

Ranontly I have zet my sighta on tha modiocal profession,

Since high snhnol I have beaen 1ntarestad tn human sansoryoapaoitias

and the physlelogy of tha bratn, but I hnd planned to pursue this




interest in thé acadﬂﬁic rather than in the nedical wnrl&,

Among my raaénns far this earlier preference was fhe natura of the.
roegpective esducatiens, thh-ﬁnademic baing qrientad tpward
éxplanatiﬂn; tha.mﬂdical-ﬁaﬁnrd descoriptien., I have changed my
plans hucausé I think tﬁat a medioal appraach.would ssrva.una'

véry important facet of mf per#anklitf which would not.be served
as well by the uther; namely, the need for human infer-falationéhips.
This iz something which I fa?l moare and:mora, and, further, thiak
.that ﬁnlass a_naﬁroph?aiuingiat allﬁws his work to bq.tamparéd.

by it, he is apt to negleot the finest and wast subtle ﬁspacts

nf hls suﬁjact; To treat the mind as'an aggregetion of pulse
uondputurs and junotleons is pafhaps the mast fruitful mothod of
reseerch, buat it is.nut an approach whieh develops 1in ana*ﬁhﬁ
senses of compassien, leove, anﬂ underéﬁﬁnding which #ra 50

iﬁpbrtant in thes humen ocpmmunity.

When shall t% nnﬁ, this pitting Qf brether against brother?}
With all the teshnolegical trinmphs it is strange that men still
suppﬂft tha.prantina of war{ a thing yhinh ionms as a spestral
_anachrunism.in the twentieth sentunry, Arse men 50 beastial and
unimaginatlive thaf they think there are no patter antifities to
engage . in than in killing one annthsr? |

I respectfully request that T be allowad tn spgage in some
activity which is genuinely of benefit to the United States and

which I can perform honerably bhefore my Ged.

' Robert Lawrence Blum
August 28, 1968
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